What is Halloween? 

   The history of Halloween goes back to a pagan festival called Samhain. Its traditional date is from October 31st to November 1st. Out of all eight festivals celebrated by the Celts and Pagans, the major ones were Imbolc (Feb 1st), Bealtaine (May 1), Lughnasadh (August 1), and Samhain (October 1). The Samhain festival was and still is the most important of all. To celebrate this festival, many traditions are taken into consideration. One is "The Walk of the Dead," in which they walk from the center of town to the cemetery, praying for those who have gone before.                                                 

                                                    

   But let's look at the entire history and context behind Halloween. Halloween started as a Druid pagan holiday named Samhain, the Celtic god of the dead (Picture Below). The holy day would officially begin at sundown on October 31st. This meant the "Summer's End." This blessed day was celebrated by the Celtics, located in Scotland, Ireland, and the British Isles and Wales. The history of Halloween goes back 2,000 years ago and is a mixture of different sections like Rome. In 834 AD, the Romans took over much of the pagan celts. The Romans took many of the traditions the celts held onto and mixed them with their own. One tradition that the Romans passed was the apple. Since the Romans celebrated to honor Pomona, the Roman goddess of fruit and trees, this is where the apple comes from. But let's back up a bit. Before the Romans arrived, according to pagan culture, this was considered a time to prepare for a challenging and life-threatening winter. On this night, the spiritual wall was torn down, and the spirits of their ancestors would enter the world. During the night, the tradition of trick or treating began. Leaving food on your doorstep was not only to feed the wandering spirits but also to keep them from making further mischief, and with other villages, the witches would bless the house for paying dues so they could make an offering to the gods.




   Many other traditions that started, like the bonfire, originally called a "BoneFire," included throwing the bones of the meat they had as offerings upon the fires that burned to cook the food. Other traditions were more extreme, where they would sacrifice children and adults as a sacrifice to their gods. It also kept them warm at night. But they were not the only ones with traditions regarding the bonfire. The Druids would build bonfires out of their sacred oak trees. When the fire died out, this was a sign that the house was no longer a place for spirits to occupy. So maintaining a fire was essential to keep their dead ancestors there. The start of dressing up as a ghost may be to have the ability to walk amongst the ghosts unrecognized and unharmed. The belief that all time and space were suspended during this night when spirits returned was not necessarily invited after all these years of tradition. Those who had died in the previous year would return to take over a living body, so protection was needed to prevent those who visited from taking over a live body.

  When it comes to Witches, the history is so extensive and has existed since the beginning that it is hard to know every tradition kept by these individuals on this night. But here are some interesting facts about witches. The word "Witch" comes from the word "Wicca," meaning "wise one."

   Now we must look at this from a Biblical standpoint. We know by history that I have always added foreign beliefs and practices to worship God the father and Jesus Christ. One example could be Constantine converting pagans into becoming catholic, and by doing so, he accepted the tradition of pagans and mixed them with the worship of God. This can be found on Easter, Christmas, and Halloween. For most holidays, Christians consider Christian nothing more than watered-down pagan practices. Many Christians will deny this, but this form is here to clear up misinformation and give you no excuse to continue practicing these holy days. 

   Since early times, people have sought out spiritual experiences that God disapproves of. We see in Deuteronomy 18:9-12 that it tells us to "Not imitate the detestable ways of the nations there." in the book of Acts, we see that Paul still applied this verse even after christ had died. In Acts 19:19, they gathered all the magic arts books and black magic and burned it all. So by seeing these small examples of Paul and the apostles, we know we still have nothing to do with what is mentioned in Deuteronomy 18:9-12. 

   When you read this and look at the traditions from which Halloween came, do you still want to celebrate it? If you do, what is the reasoning behind it? 

Anton LaVey, who is the founder of the Church of Satan, said, "After one's birthday, the two major satanic holidays are Walpurgisnacht and Halloween... I am glad Christian parents let their children worship the Devil at least one night out of the year." (LaVey, Satanic Bible, 1969). 

image0.wmf


image1.wmf

